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Dear Friends,

Thank you for your continuing support, either in regular monthly support for our
Sponsorship programmes or as one off gifts. 20 years ago the first fundraising event
was based on local artists, generously sharing their talents. Thanks to your support,

children at Home of Hope are not only fed, clothed, loved and safe - they are learning,
growing, and discovering what’s possible. Because of your generosity, lives are
changing in real and lasting ways, from the little ones just starting school, to young
adults heading off to independence or university. We hope this update brings a smile
and reminds you just how much you are part of this journey.

Unleashing Creativity, Changing Lives
20 years ago the first fundraising event was based on local artists, generously
sharing their talents. There’s something powerful about creativity. It builds
confidence, unlocks imagination, and helps children see possibilities beyond their
current world. On Bank Holiday Monday 25th May, there is another opportunity to
raise funds for Home of Hope using art in Bedford. We’re incredibly excited to
welcome John Platt - an acclaimed New York artist and founder of
@HowToDrawALion. For many years, John has travelled to the Home of Hope in
Malawi, where he’s become much more than a visiting artist. He’s a mentor and
inspiration. Some of the youth teams and mentors have had the privilege of meeting
him and watching him at work. During his time at Home of Hope, John paints vibrant
murals across the buildings, providing educational and uplifting images for the
children, staff and visitors to enjoy. He also spends time with the children during
their summer holidays, teaching them how to draw lions and African wildlife using
his unique, accessible techniques. What starts as simple lines on paper quickly
becomes something much bigger: confidence, pride, and joy.
Now, that same experience is being brought
to Bedford. On 25th May 2026, Malawi
Orphan Fund will be hosting three special
events with John. We are delighted to
welcome him as our special guest and
creative guide. Whether you’re picking up a
pencil or simply enjoying a cream tea, you’ll ¢
hear first-hand stories that stay with you
long after the day ends. Every ticket =
purchased will fund essential school desks at the Home of Hope School - creating a
space for children to learn, focus, and thrive.
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